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the shoemaker's first guitar was made out of a tree trunk that had been sawed up into logs. he used some of the wood for the neck and body, and the rest for the soundboard. don manuel modified the shape
of the neck, and improved the sound by cutting away part of the top. the shoemaker sold a few guitars, but he and his nephew were most in demand for the family of guitars they made for movie stars. they
worked for a local promoter, who booked them to play at fancy restaurants and resorts in the area. they made the money they needed to live on in that way, and the money they made allowed them to pay for
the materials and tools they needed to make more guitars. the shoemaker even got his own guitar shop. by the 1970s, don manuel was making guitars out of maple and ash, and had learned how to make
necks with an asymmetrical, convex profile for a smoother sound. that shaped the necks of guitars made by the bricklayer, who was making a name for himself as an artist in los angeles. but the bricklayer was
making guitars that sounded like mandolins, so he told don manuel he wanted to make guitars that sounded like horns. don manuel laughed. but the bricklayer used to play the mandolin, so he knew what a
horn sounded like. don manuel has a little shop next to his house, but he doesn’t make guitars there anymore. he makes one for his brother every year, for about 50 pesos, or about $1. the money pays for the
glue, wood, and other materials, and of course, its the sibling who sews the covers. as he explains in spanish, his brother always gets the dressier, more valuable guitars. so this year, it was his turn, and he
named it coco. the guitar has an ebony top, and a rosewood back, sides, and a neck, but the tone of the instrument is a mystery, as the strings only go halfway up the guitar’s scale. it’s unfinished, but he’ll
finish it later. he’ll make more guitars like that.
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peter will be making his own guitar to his specifications. the only thing we know for sure is that he wants a classical, 6-string instrument. if we were to make this guitar, we would need to order the wood, and it
would be made in a few days. we hope that will be enough time for peter to play it and make sure it works with his playing style. he is going to want the guitar to be a small instrument with a slim neck, a long

body, and a short scale length. he wants it to be comfortable, and he wants a good bridge that he can adjust for his playing needs. he wants an action that is easy to play and he does not want to change
strings more than once a month. he does not want to spend a lot of money on the guitar, and he wants it to last, so he is thinking of buying a $300 instrument from someone who sells used guitars, or maybe a
used instrument on ebay. with his own guitar peter will have full ownership, and that is the best way to ensure a lasting guitar. in contrast to peter, i grew up in the 70s in a time when makers were still proud

of their instruments, but not so proud as to keep them under lock and key. i remember seeing my friends instruments in their garage and bedrooms and marveled at their craftsmanship and the materials they
used. my father, a luthier, taught me the basics and gave me my first instrument. my father became a guitar tech in the early 70s, repairing and restoring electric and acoustic guitars for a number of artists,
including grand funk railroad. he would see that his clients need was immediate, but he also had that desire to build something meaningful that could last forever. his shop was an extension of his studio and

house where he made guitars. this is also the time he started getting involved in the rock and roll music business, where he met the members of styx and began playing with them. he also met stevie ray
vaughan, who he worked with for a few years. my father made his name as the guy who made stevies hagstras for recording sessions. he then built a guitar for eric clapton, a guitar he still has, and a dean
guitar for his godson. around the time i was finishing college, my father opened his first shop on staten island, where he had continued making guitars. he sold instruments, worked with the artists, repaired

them, and lived in the very room where he had made the first guitar he ever owned, a flea. he eventually moved to westport, connecticut, where he lived in a small house, worked in a small shop, and played in
a bar called the firehouse. he continued to make guitars, repair guitars, and play in the firehouse until his death in 2008. his wife, my mother, lived with him until she moved to the countryside in connecticut in
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